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Primary Sources

Numerous efforts have been made since the end of the 19th
Century to compile all of Abraham Lincoln’s known writings.
An ongoing project of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library and Museum is the Papers of Abraham Lincoln. The
first posting of materials will appear in 2009 and the project is
targeted for completion in 2015. It will include all incoming
and outgoing correspondence as well as anything written by
Lincoln.

The most definitive effort available both in print and
online is: Roy P. Basler, ed., Marion Dolores Pratt and Lloyd

A. Dunlap, asst.eds, The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln,

9 vols. plus two supplements [Rutgers University Press, 1953,
1972, 1990].

Only the first eight volumes were done by the Abraham
Lincoln Association. The two supplemental volumes were
individual efforts of Roy Basler and lack the same level of
authority as the original compilation. On occasion, some of
the incoming correspondence is summarized in the editorial
notes. But the edition is mainly Lincoln’s speeches and

writings to others. The first eight volumes are available online

at: www.alincolnassoc.com.

The complete documentary edition of Martha Benner
et al., eds., The Law Practice of Abraham Lincoln is a three
DVD ROM disc set with images of all the original documents
comprising Lincoln’s legal practice. A four volume select
edition of transcribed representative cases will available in
2007 from the University of Virginia Press.

Other important collections now available online:

The Abraham Lincoln Papers at the Library of Congress,
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/alhtml/malhome.html, are
select images from the old microfilm edition of the Robert
Todd Lincoln Papers. Some 20,000 items, mostly letters

to Abraham Lincoln but over 900 letters by Lincoln can be
examined. Transcriptions are available for select items that
are identified. Other transcriptions of these materials can be
found in David C. Mearns, The Lincoln Papers: The Story of
the Collection with Selections to July 4, 1861, 2 vols. [Krause
Reprint Co., 1969].

Illinoi Legacy Online, http://ihpa.hpa.state.il.us/alplm/,

are document images without transcription of Abraham
Lincoln materials as well as important associates such as

David Davis, Ozias Mather Hatch, and Leonard Swett. Printed

broadsides are also available for viewing here.

Douglas L. Wilson and Rodney O. Davis, eds.,
Herndon's Informants: Letters, Interviews, and Statements
about Abraham Lincoln [University of Illinois Press, 1997]
contain transcriptions of recollections from the Herndon-Weik
Collection at the Library of Congress by people who were
contemporaries of Lincoln.

Reference Works

The Lincoln Log: A Daily Chronology of the Life of
Abraham Lincoln is an online updated version of the original
Lincoln Day by Day [1933-1941], four volumes compiled
by The Abraham Lincoln Association, documenting every
day of Lincoln’s life where information exists up to his
taking the oath of office on March 4, 1861. The Lincoln
Sesquicentennial Commission published a revised edition
in 1960 adding information on the Lincoln presidency. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum, through
their Papers of Abraham Lincoln research project and support
from the Abraham Lincoln Association, revised an online
version in 2006. The Lincoln Log can be accessed through
either the Papers of Abraham Lincoln website or the Abraham
Lincoln Association home page.

Mark E. Neely, Jr., Abraham Lincoln Encyclopedia
[Da Capo, 1982] is a very useful reference work for quick
information about individuals and issues regarding Lincoln
and his life and times.

Don E. and Virginia Fehrenbacher, eds., Recollected
Words of Abraham Lincoln [Stanford University Press, 1996]
compiles the most frequently referenced phrases attributed
to Lincoln as remembered by others. Because the words are
remembered, often with decades transpiring between when
Lincoln uttered the sentiments and when the words were
recorded, the Fehrenbacher’s provide a useful evaluation
grade for the reader. Words that have high reliability as being
uttered by Lincoln receive an “A” grade while those that have
no reliability receive and “E” grade. Most entries have a “C”
grade indicating that there is not enough information to make
an informed judgment one way or the other.

Visual Arts

Charles Hamilton and Lloyd Ostendorf, Lincoln in
Photographs: An Album of Every Known Pose
[University of Oklahoma Press, 1963]

James Mellon, The Face of Lincoln [Viking Press, 1979]

Gary Bunker, From Railsplitter to Icon [Kent State
University Press, 2002]

Frederick Lauriston Bullard, Lincoln in Marble and Bronze
[Rutgers University Press, 1952]

Gabor Boritt, Harold Holzer and Mark E. Neely, Jr., The
Lincoln Image: Abraham Lincoln and the Popular
Print [Scribner’s Press, 1984]

Harold Holzer and Mark E. Neely, The Lincoln Family
Album [Doubleday, 1990]

Mark S. Reinhart, Abraham Lincoln on Screen: A
Filmoraphy, 1903-1998 [McFarland, 1999]

Journals and Newsletters

The Journal of the Abraham Lincoln Association, is the
foremost scholarly publication dealing with Lincoln and his
times. Published semiannually, it can be accessed online
through the homepage of the Abraham Lincoln Association,
www.alincolnassoc.org. The Association also publishes
For the People: A Newsletter of the Abraham Lincoln

Association on a quarterly basis. Back issues of the newsletter

are available for viewing at www.alincolnassoc.com. The
Lincoln Herald is a quarterly publication of Lincoln Memorial
University at Harrogate, Tennessee. Lincoln Legal Briefs
were a quarterly newsletter of the Lincoln Legal Papers. They
will end in 2007 with the completion of the legal phase of the
project. This publication will be replaced with the Lincoln
Editor, a quarterly newsletter of the larger Papers of Abraham
Lincoln. Back issues of both can be examined by going to
www.papersofabrahamlincoln.org. Lincoln Lore is a quarterly
publication of the Lincoln Museum in Fort Wayne, Indiana.

It began as a weekly information sheet and later became a
monthly newsletter.

Historiography

Gabor S. Boritt, ed., The Historian's Lincoln: Pseudohis
tory, Psychohistory, and History [University of
Illinois Press, 1988]

Richard N. Current, The Lincoln Nobody Knows [Hill and
Wang, 1977]

Merrill O. Peterson, Lincoln in American Memory [Oxford
University Press, 1994]

Barry Schwartz, Abraham Lincoln and the Forge of National
Memory [University of Chicago Press, 2000]
Benjamin P. Thomas, Portraits for Posterity: Lincoln and

his Biographers [Rutgers University Press, 1947]

Medical/Psychohistory/Sexuality

Michael Burlingame, The Inner World of Abraham Lincoln
[University of Illinois Press, 1994]

Joshua Wolf Shenk, Lincoln s Melancholy [Houghton
Mifflin, 2005]

Milton H. Shutes, Lincoln and the Doctors [Pioneer Press,
1933]

Charles B. Strozier, Lincoln s Quest for Union [University
of Illinois Press, 1987]

C. A. Tripp, The Intimate World of Abraham Lincoln
[Free Press, 2006]

Anthologies

Don E. Fehrenbacher, ed., Lincoln: Speeches and Writings, 2
vols. [Library of America, 1989]

William E. Gienapp, ed., This Fiery Trial: The Speeches
and Writings of Abraham Lincoln [Oxford, 2002]

Biographies

David Herbert Donald, Lincoln [Simon & Schuster, 1995]

Richard E. Carwardine, Lincoln: A Life of Purpose and
Power [Knopf, 2006]

William E. Gienapp, Abraham Lincoln and Civil War
America [Oxford, 2002]

Allen C. Guelzo, Abraham Lincoln: Redeemer President
[Eerdmans, 1999]

James Garfield Randall and Richard N. Current, Lincoln
the President, 4 vols. [Dodd, Mead & Company,
1945-1955]

Carl Sandburg, Abraham Lincoln: The Prairie Years and
the War Years, one volume edition [Hartcourt, Brace
& Company, 1982]

Benjamin P. Thomas, Abraham Lincoln: A Biography
[Knopf, 1952]

Genealogy

Adin Baber, Nancy Hanks of “Undistinguished Families,
Second Families” [Privately Printed, 1959]

Lincoln Kinsman, a publication by Louis A. Warren that
ran from 1938 to 1942 providing genealogical
information on the Lincoln/Hanks/Todd families.

Waldo Lincoln, History of the Lincoln Family [Goodspeed’s
Book Shop reprint, 1981]

Youth and Early Adulthood

William E. Baringer, Lincoln's Vandalia [Rutgers University
Press, 1949]

Robert Mazrim, The Sangamo Frontier: History and
Archaeology in the Shadow of Lincoln [University
of Chicago Press, 2006]

Benjamin P. Thomas, Lincoln'’s New Salem [Southern
Illinois University Press, reprint, 1987]

Louis A. Warren, Lincoln's Parentage and Childhood
[Century Company, 1926]

Louise A. Warren, Lincoln s Youth: Indiana Years [Indiana
Historical Society, reprint, 1991]

Douglas L. Wilson, Honor s Voice: The Transformation of
Abraham Lincoln [Knopf, 1998]



